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State Representative,98th RepresentativeDistrict

Neil Abramson. "Rob" Couhig. I1I. James P. Johnson. Murray Nelson. Brian S. Trascher.

Neil Abramson

NAME: NEIL ABRAMSON

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE ADDRESS: http://www.AbramsonForlLaRep.com
CONTACT INFORMATION: Address: 5500 Prytania Street #314, New Orleans, La
70115 Phone: 504-275-8051

E-mail: See Website AbramsonForLaRep.com

PARTY: Democrat

PROFESSION: Attorney

PRESENT EMPLOYER: Phelps Dunbar LLP, Partner

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION: LSU Law School, J.D., 1992:

First in Class; Editor-in-Chief of Law Review

Dartmouth College, B.A. Government, 1989

Four Years of College Football

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Practicing Lawyer for 15 years;

Judicial Law Clerk to U.S. Federal Judge Franklin; Office Assistant to Louisiana
Senator Joseph Sevario; Page for Louisiana Senate; Internship with U.S. Senator J.
Bennett Johnston; Internship with U.S. Representative Jimmy Hayes

CIVIL EXPERIENCE: Board Member of Junior Achievement; Board Member of
New Orleans Outreach; Board Member of New Orleans Contemporary Arts Center;
Volunteer Coach at B.W. Cooper Housing Development; Audubon Institute
Volunteer;

Member of World Trade Center of New Orleans; Member of American Bar Ass'n;
Vice-Chair of Toxic Tort and Environmental Law Subcommittee; Bar Ass'n of U.S.
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals; Louisiana Bar Association; New Orleans Inn of Court
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP: None but see
above "Applicable Training"

1. What are your top three priorities for the office and why?

New Orleans and our State face a lot of challenges so it is difficult to
isolate just three. Three main problems which our district face at this
time are:

(1) fixing our criminal justice system and reducing crime;

(2) reducing insurance rates and providing a stable insurance market;
and

(3) economic development and speeding up recovery, including
improving our public education system, improving vocational training
programs, enacting strong ethic laws, among others.

The reason these three items are at the top of my list is because we are
losing so many people from the City of New Orleans. We are now two
years post-Katrina and people are still leaving. We must work hard on
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solving these problems to keep our people here and bring our folks
home.

You can visit my website at http://www.AbramsonForl.aRep.com for my plan on
these and other items.

2. What specific legislation would you formulate to implement your priorities?

Good prosecutors waste valuable time doing clerical work and making
copies instead of putting criminals behind bars. We need to hold the
District Attorney's Office accountable for every State dollar it receives.
We also need to create high-tech "C.S.I." type crime labs to ensure
that evidence is properly processed to further criminal investigations
and ensure swift prosecutions. We also need to provide state-of-the-art
criminal databases to our law enforcement so that state, parish, and
city law enforcement can easily access and track criminals, arrests,
prosecutions, and convictions across Parish lines, which they cannot do
now. We must reinvigorate our juvenile justice system, ensuring that
first-time offenders are provided counseling, tutoring and mentoring
programs, as well as mental health and substance abuse treatment. We
must improve our vocational and trade training programs to give our
kids the necessary skills and to develop a trained workforce. We also
must protect the State's Supplemental Pay and consider an "experience
salary bonus" to promote retention among officers who stay on the job
for many years. We need to get our officers back in police stations, and
out of trailers.

On insurance, we need to create a favorable insurance market so more
insurance companies will come here. We can't force companies to
lower premiums (they will just leave the state) but more competition
will drive down prices. I favored abolishing the archaic Insurance
Rating Commission. We must carefully manage the $100 million
passed by the Legislature to attract new companies. The funds will not
go to existing companies, only new companies that agree to provide
billions of new coverage. They must stay for five years, which means
by law they can't drop you. They must stand by policyholders and
assume all of their risk. As more policyholders have choices and move
from Citizens, the cost of insurance will go down as well as the
Citizens' surcharge on all private policies. We need to work toward
more tax relief for people to help compensate for their increased
premiums. Homeowners now receive only 7% credit this year;
businesses get nothing. I also will push for a "Gulf Coast Insurance
Summit" pulling together leaders from insurance companies along with
government officials from coastal Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and
Florida to discuss possible solutions to an insurance crisis that is
crippling business and industry, and forcing homeowners to move far
away.

We need to create a business friendly and supportable environment.
We must make our state and its businesses competitive with those in
surrounding states. We need to reduce their taxes burden. We also
must improve our vocational training and trade programs to give our
kids opportunities and to provide a skilled workforce to support our
businesses. We must also eliminate the public stigma of corruption and
that Louisiana is an anti-business state by enacting strong ethics laws
and having our state representatives be positive ambassadors for our
city and state.
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3. What problems do you see with existing ethics reform legislation and what
additional reform would you support?

I signed the Blueprint Louisiana platform for ethics reform. We need
strong ethics laws which create transparency in the political process
and eliminate patronage and cronyism. Our state representatives should
also be positive ambassadors for our city and state.

4. How would you rank infrastructure needs and how will you fund the needed
improvements for the top three?

Infrastructure is a critical need for our City, among many other things.
We must prioritize our spending, eliminate the over-spending, and
fund those programs critical to the recovery and future of our city and
state.

5. What legislation would you support to educate a workforce for advancing the
economic development of Louisiana?

Please see above regarding my plan for improving the public schools,
improving our juvenile programs and improving our vocational
training and trade programs. You can also read more at my website

http://www.AbramsonForlL.aRep.com.

*

"Rob" Couhig, Il

NAME:

Robert E. Couhig III

CAMPAIGN WEB ADDRESS:

http://www.voterobcouhig.com

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:

Address: 5500 Prytania St., #316, New Orleans, LA 70115

Phone: (504) 588-1288

FAX: (504) 588-9750

E-mail: rcouhig@couhigpartners.com

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Attorney

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION (if self-employed, what type of business)
Couhig Partners, LLC (law firm)

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (include graduation date):
Georgetown University, 2000, B.S.F.S.

Paul M. Hebert Law Center (LSU), 2005, J.D./B.C.L.
APPLICABLE TRAINING:

Attorney, worked for former Congressman Bob Livingston

CIVIC EXPERIENCE:

Past Chairman/Current Board member, Louisiana Leadership Initiative, L.L.C.
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS:

Worked for former Congressman Bob Livingston

Intern, Republican National Committee

Campaign Manager, Rob Couhig for Mayor

1. What are your top three priorities for the office and why?

1. Ethics and Openess in government - everything we will try and do
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in government stems from these tenants. Citizens of Louisiana must
trust that their elected officials are working for them. Additionally, we
must show the rest of the country that we are beginning a new way of
doing things in Louisiana.

2. Fiscal responsibility - the unchecked spending, particularly on
recurring expenses, has to be reigned in.

3. Crime - the first job of a government is to provide for the safety of
its citizens. New Orleans and Louisiana have failed to do that for too
long.

2. What specific legislation would you formulate or support to implement your
priorities?

I believe in the proposals and recommendations of LA Ethics 1 and
Blueprint for Louisiana, so much so that I am the only candidate in my
race who has already released my sources of income.

With crime, it is imperative that we revamp the criminal judicial
system and that change must come at the top. I will push for the merit-
based selection of judges. Additionally, I will propose legislation that
will give District Attorneys the opportunity to request a jury (currently
only a defendant can) so that they are not at the whim of lenient
judges.

3. What problems do you see with existing ethics reform legislation and what
additional reform would you support?

Enforcement is the greatest issue in Ethics reform. Elected officials
must face serious consequences for their misdeeds, not just possible
fines or sanctions. There must also be more openness regarding ethics
complaints.

4. How would you rank infrastructure needs and how will you fund the needed
improvements for the top three? For example: roads, bridges, levees, ecosystem
reconstruction, municipal water and sewer systems and public transportation.

(1) Ecosystem reconstruction,

(2) levees, and

(3) municipal water and sewer systems. We must do everything we can
to protect our first line of defense with the coastline and barrier
islands. Without this first line, no levees will protect us. One of the
most overlooked problems by many is our out of date water system. If
something is not done soon to revamp it, the city cannot survive.

5. What legislation would you support to educate a workforce for advancing the
economic development of Louisiana?

I am strongly in favor of school choice. Charter Schools and vouchers
will give parents an opportunity to decide where they want their
children to go. This will increase competition between all the school
systems (charter, public, private and parochial) which will benefit all
students.

*

JamesP. Johnson
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NO RESPONSE

Murray Nelson

NAME: Murray Pearce Nelson

CAMPAIGN WEB ADDRESS: http://www.MurrayNelson2007.com

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:

Address: 5500 Prytania St. # 116, NOLA 70115

Phone: 504-717-7551

FAX: 504-324-0660

E-mail: murraypnelson@gmail.com

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Tourism & Conventions Executive

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION:

DMC New Orleans, President and Owner (Founded 2000)

Convention and meeting management company that promotes tourism and economic
development for New Orleans; the company is based in district 98. Professional event
planners and managers with a vast knowledge of the hospitality industry in New
Orleans, with actual hands on experience in hotel management and sales, convention
services, transportation coordination and dispatch, restaurant management, culinary
arts, catering sales, marketing, advertising, accounting and special event operations
and logistics.

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION:

Tulane University, A. B. Freeman School of Business, MBA 1996

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Loyola's Institute of Politics, Fellow 2007

CIVIC EXPERIENCE:

Friends of Danneel Park, 2007 + Present, Treasurer

Upper Hurstville Security District, 2003-Present, Chairman

Upper Hurstville Residents Assn., 2002-Present, President

Crescendo: Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra: 1998-2000, President

YLC, Member

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS:

Commissioner in the State of Louisiana, 2003-present

1. What are your top three priorities for the office and why?

My top three priorities for moving our city and state forward are:

1. EDUCATION

Hurricane Katrina created an opportunity for new hope for our children
by giving us the opportunity to reinvent the city's school system, one of
the worst in the nation. New Orleans has become a groundbreaking
center for the development of a new and unique charter school system.
I also firmly believe that a new school system will help draw families
back into the city. An education movement that gives individual
schools the power to hire teachers, set policy, and write curriculum is
our viable alternative to the past failures of public education in New
Orleans. This movement needs the support of all in order to succeed.

Education offers opportunity; the city's cycle of violence needs to be
broken, and the best tool we have to fight violence is education with
the hope of economic advancement. Education equals hope; hope
equals a bright and attainable future.
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2. CRIME: Police, Prosecutor's Office and Judicial System

Violent crime remains out of control. Criminals know that the worst
thing that can happen to them is a slap on the wrist for the most
hideous crime. In order to attract new residents and developing
businesses, young professionals, and venture capitalists, the police
department has to be able to fight crime in the streets. In order for the
undermanned police to be successful, the criminal justice system needs
to be able to successfully prosecute violent offenders, and judges must
enforce the current laws on the books. As legislators we must continue
to push for added protection for our citizens via continued National
Guard and State Police presence in our still-recovering city. We must
also demand local accountability from law enforcement officials and
use legislative leverage to insist on re-implementation of community
policing.

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

New Orleans is only as strong as the economy that rebuilds it. Every
day I read local papers discussing various companies leaving. Why is
the grass greener in other places? As Louisianans, we need to maintain
and assist our existing businesses, attract new companies to the state
and show that no one has their hand extended illegally and unethically.

Our city and state have well-deserved reputations for political
corruption and incompetence, key factors that continue to derail our
recovery. Strong, meaningful ethics legislation and transparency in
public officials' financial dealings with government entities are
essential elements in changing our reputation and ending the culture of
corruption that keeps businesses from investing and flourishing here.

2. What specific legislation would you formulate or support to implement your
priorities?

1. EDUCATION SOLUTION: EDUCATE FOR LIFE

Work for and fund an education system that meets or exceeds the
southern average in three years. Reintroduce and strengthen vocational
training for our children in public schools for careers in which we can
take pride. We want families in this state to stay, support, and rebuild
our economy.

2. CRIME SOLUTION: A COMMUNITY OF ONE

What New Orleans needs is not new legislation, we need current laws
to be enforced. I want the laws on the books to be enforced and intend
to dedicate funds to fight crime in New Orleans. Rogue judges must to
follow the state's laws or be removed. When the police catch the
criminals, the D.A's. office must prosecute effectively, and our judges
must follow the laws if New Orleans is to prosper as a safe city. We
must ensure continued presence of National Guard and State Police to
support our undermanned police force for as long as necessary.

I will sponsor legislation that creates neighborhood centers where
children learn to replace a culture of violence with a culture of hope
and achievement. This cultural shift is a generational fight that we can
win when we work in tandem with a sound school system. We have to
create future leaders in and for New Orleans.

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOLUTION: CULTURAL AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

http://lwvnet.org/lwv/la/neworleans/f2007op-strep98.html
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Take a leadership role and supporting existing business and bringing
new businesses to New Orleans. Create economic zones by offering
business-friendly tax incentives. Create new jobs that market our
cultural strengths. Promote our culture to the world ensuring them that
we are open for business. Remove the culture of corruption that
poisons our economic rebirth.

3. What problems do you see with existing ethics reform legislation and what
additional reform would you support?

Act 141 signed by the governor prohibits the use of government
resources by state officials for personal use during a gubernatorial
declared disaster. We need to make this the standard at all times.

Additionally, HB 730, which is still in committee, provides for
financial disclosure of statewide officials and family members when
working for the state. We need to hold all state officials and employees
to a higher standard so that abuse of the system will end.

4. How would you rank infrastructure needs and how will you fund the needed
improvements for the top three? For example: roads, bridges, levees, ecosystem
reconstruction, municipal water and sewer systems and public transportation.

Following is how I will prioritize infrastructure needs:
(1) Levees,

(2) Municipal water and sewer systems,

(3) Roads,

(4) Ecosystem reconstruction (marshes),

(5) Bridges, and

(6) Public transportation.

Funding for levees is a state and federal issue. We need to hold the
U.S. Government accountable and ensure that the Water Resources Bill
is passed in Congress. Working with our representatives in
Washington is critical. The legislature must make sure that any state-
federal financial matching programs are prudently and soundly funded
to expedite putting those funds to work in our communities.

I will work with the next governor and federal authorities to secure
promised funding for municipal and sewer system repairs. Monies
should be available from FEMA as well.

All the above-listed infrastructure needs can be met without breaking
the state budget ceiling in the future. What is required is legislative
persistence, continued progress in eliminating red tape at all levels of
government, and a clear accounting of funds dedicated for these
purposes.

5. What legislation would you support to educate a workforce for advancing the
economic development of Louisiana?

I will promote legislation for Middle and High School Redesign.
Vocational Training in the middle and high school levels is a top
priority in my vision for the future of our education system. We need
to educate our children now for the jobs that will exist here in the
years to come, and prepare young minds for being a part of our
economy and staying in Louisiana.
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Brian S. Trascher

NAME: Brian Scott Trascher

CAMPAIGN WEB ADDRESS: http://www.briantrascher.com

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:

Address: 6221 S. Claiborne Avenue #546 New Orleans, LA 70125

Phone: 504-931-7461

FAX: 504-897-3462

E-mail: brian@briantrascher.com

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Business Consultant

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION: Business Consultant; Heidelberg Enterprises,
Inc.

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION: BA, Louisiana State University (1997)
APPLICABLE TRAINING: Fellow, Loyola University Institute of Politics (2007)
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Member, Third District Kiwanis Club; Member, Claiborne-
University Neighborhood Association

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS: Former Press Assistant to Governor Foster; Member, Greater New
Orleans Republicans; Member, Pelican State Pachyderm Club

1. What are your top three priorities for the office and why?

Crime. DA Eddie Jordan has released over 1000 dangerous criminals
back into our neighborhoods on 701 releases. This incompetence can
only be remedied by impeaching Jordan, which can only be done by
the House of Representatives. Insurance Reform. The actions of the
insurance industry post-Katrina was absolutely criminal. If we keep
electing the same type of legislators that are in bed with or make their
living defending insurance companies, then we might as well give the
fox the keys to the hen house. Economic Development. As the only
business owner in the District 98 race, I am acutley aware of the
importance of taking Louisiana from 49th to 1st among "Business
Friendly States". Our current tax code prevents local businesses from
flourishing and out of town businesses from locating to Louisiana. If
we don't address this problem now our economy will never rebound.

2. What specific legislation would you formulate or support to implement your
priorities?

Crime. File articles of impeachment against DA Eddie Jordan.
Insurance Reform. Support a risk-sharing model that allows mid-sized
insurance companies to compete in our market and thus reduce the
burden of risk among larger insurers. We should also mandate that any
insurance company writing automobile policies in Louisiana also be
required to write homeowner's policies. Economic Development. We
must have meaningful tort reform if we have any hope of turning our
state around. I will also support aggressive legislation that will allow
us to invest in businesses rather than just taxing them into submission.

3. What problems do you see with existing ethics reform legislation and what
additional reform would you support?

The only problem that recent ethics reform legislation had, and the
primary reason why it did not pass, is because it didn't inlcude every
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elected official. Every elected official from Police Juror to Governor
should be required to play by the same rules. I expect that the new
legislature along with Governor Jindal will pass ethics reform in 2008.

4. How would you rank infrastructure needs and how will you fund the needed
improvements for the top three? For example: roads, bridges, levees, ecosystem
reconstruction, municipal water and sewer systems and public transportation.

There is no question that in South Louisiana our priority infrastructure
projects must focus on levee protection and coastal preservation. We
can build all the roads and bridges we want, but if we can't protect
ourselves from the next storm surge then we are simply flushing our
money down the toilet.

5. What legislation would you support to educate a workforce for advancing the
economic development of Louisiana?

As a businessman I am always interested in getting a solid return on an
investment. Unfortunately, the money we have spent in workforce
development, while not without success, has not yet produced positive
results from a financial perspective. The best program I have seen so
far is a program called America Works. America Works is a private
company that allows government entities to designate block grants
through the Job Traning Partnership Act to pay for its services.
America Works has gained national recognition for its no-nonsense,
entrepreneurial approach to moving welfare recipients into private
industry. We can't expect our state to operate like a business until we
start treating it like one.
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